Perhaps the nearest approach to exactness in medicine, was the diagnosis and prescription of a last-century doctor who stated that a case consisted of want of power, cold, flabby, acid; and gave sal volatile to hold his patient up, ginger to warm him, and soda to correct him.
But such "rule of thumb "prescriptions are not those of the present day.
Although physicians may not yet have arrivedjat exactness, there is an intelligence in their giving of physic, which has first reduced the swallowing of nauseous drugs to a minimum, and has secondly divested medicine of the reproach cast upon it by Byron, who described it as " the destructive art of healing." It is too much the custom of the public to regard the human body as a machine, which when out of order may be set to rights by the 
